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siunity: Is Patterned After ‘Apostalic
hurch ‘of the First Céntury—Brotherly
ove:and Puré.Life’ the Creed“-Relig-

us, Social; and Industrial Revolution

" fhe Aim of the Koreshanifes.

/ 3

From the New York Tribune.

Ask the first man you meet the quick-
est route to the capital city of the em-
pire of Koreshan and he will probably
regard vou with something akin to sus-
picion. Ask him then if he happens to
know who the preceminent and the prime
counse‘.oi" are, and after he has nmut.
tered something like “The funny nouse
for yours,”” see if he doesn*t try to side-
step and call a policeman. Ang yet the
questions are not such extraordinary
ones. Indeed, the very man who looks on
yvou with suspicion may himself some
day become a patcon of equation, may
slit with the signet chambver and the pre-
eminent councilium may become the
counselor’'s right-hand man, may even
sit. at the feet of Victoria Gratia her-
self. Who knows? It is, after all, more
a matter of cnvironment ihan anything
clse.

Down in the southern part of Florida
almost every one knows that stero is
the capital of the “Koreshan TUnity,”
that Dr. Cyrus R. Teed, the founder of
Koreshanity, is the prime counsellor, aud
that Mre. Annie Ordway, or °'Vietoria
Gratia,” as they style her in Estero, 1s
the “prezminent.” "o those to whom
the name of Xoreshanily conveys a
vague -idea of a few scattered devotees
to the nclief that the universe is an
overgrown hollow globe, inside which
the earth, sun, roon, and stars move
about as tirained goldfisn in a jar of
water, there is much of interest to be
learned cf the Koreshan Unity, its rulers,
ts capital city, and the inixabitants there-
of. I[Zzra J. Stewart, whko has visited
Estero, on ‘he banks of the Estero River,
about 16 miles south of Fort Myers, Fla.,
a_nd. 5 miles from the point where the
1iver cmpties intn Fstero Bay, has writ-

ten to the Tribune of his trip to that
unique settlement.

Head of the Colonies.

Here, in the heart of the tourists’ and
hunters’ puradise of South IMorida, the
several Koreshan colonies located in Chi-
cago, San Francisco, and elsewhere have
for the Jast decade heen concentrating
their forces, and under the leadership
of Dr. Cyrus R. Teed, the founder of
Xoreshanity, the name of which is de-
rived from *‘Koresh,” the Persian word
for Cyrus, are engaged in an attempt to
establish what they believe to be the
greatest religious, social, and industrial
movement cver attempted in any age.

“For the present.”” writes Mr. Stewart,
‘2  ceontral nucleus practices celibacy,
while othrr erders of the system sustairn
the monogramic marriage relation, with
cooperation in industrizl and social re-
Jations. They teach that ‘heaven and
hiell are in humanity, and constitute the
spiritval world; the spiritual domain is
niental, and is in the natural humanity
—not in the sky.'” .

Of the iifc of the 200 or more inhabi-
tants of listero, Mr. Stewart says: “Here
they have all things in common after the
pattern of the Christian Apostolic Church
of the first century. A common dining
hiall, kitchen, bakery, dairy, laundry, &c.,
Iielp to supply ordinary needs, and 0
far {oward the conservation of ilime and
energy required by these people for the
development of their social, educational,
and spiritual  ideals. Much attention is
ziven to practical, as well as theorectical
education in alsiost all branches of learn-
ing. A prioyvary school is maintained for
© weameer” Ehildren, in which music, voeal
and instrumental, is a prominent study.
Higher classes, attended by adults and
youth, are hield hourly each day, in which
algebra, bookkeeping, languages, music,
science, - art, and other branches are
taught by competent persons.

“*A practical surveyor demonstrates his
art by taking boys into the fields and
woods  for actual practice; while car-
pertry, boat building. furniture malking,
: pattern making, printing, mechanics, and

other useful Industries are taught in
shops to youths and adults as a part of
the daily routine. Books scattered about
in different places are to be collected into
a library building in the near future. I
noticed =ome 250 velumes in a bookcase
in the vigitors® room, including the works
of such authors as Gibbon. Burns, Emer-
son, Shakespeare, Goethe, Tolstoi, Dick-
ens, Cooper, Smilcs, Spencer, Max Muller.
end Sweda2nborg, besides cencordances,
cyelopedias, and medical works.

Varied Industries.

“Besides agriculture, this industrious
community is engaged in growing citrus
and other fruiis. Almost every kind of
fruit which will grow in IFlorida is raised
liere. Most of the crop is consumed by
1he colonists. The building and equip-
ment of electric launches, for use in sur-
rounding waters, is a growing industry
at Estero. where splendid facilities are
at hand. including a dry dock. A sawmfll
-furnishes lumber for building, furniture

- 1 aking, and kindred industries. A com-
plete outfit for the manufacture of con-
crete Dhuilding blocks is in successful
operation. . The publishing house, con-
taining two large presses, folders, &c.,
employs a number of the colonists in edit-
ing and publishing a monthly magazine
deévoted to the dissemination of their re-
ligious and soclal ideas, and a political

- weekly, devoted principally to the purifi-
cation of local and national politics.

“A commodious, well-equipped machine
shop affords employment sto those of a
mechanical turn, while an electric plant
{s in process of development. These
varied industries are conducted by per-
sons who receive no wages for their
services. Those who had property. on
Joining this institution, sold it and placed
the proceeds in the common treasury.
fhe XKoreshans have a novitiate order
ralled the Society Arch-Triumphant,

. which which all persons aspiring to the

i pommunistic order must first join. This
Is similar to the novitiate order of the

hakers and other societies. Persons liv-

g in their own homes mayv become mem-
hers of ‘the Society Arch-Triumphant, and

: It does not involive giving up private prop-

. erty. The Koreshans also have the initia-

' tive and referendum.

Victoria Gratia.

“*“Going to the building in which resides

Vjctorfa Gratia, preeminent of the Kore-

than Unity and female head of all orders
‘bf:the system. we passed through a com-
. modious, handsomely furnished room on
lhe-first_floor and ascended a richly car-
‘peted staircase to the floor above, where
‘we were entertained by Mrs. Annie Ora-
way (Victoria Gratia}. Mrs.: Ordway, a
tall, statély woman, past middle life,
-teemed well qualified for the duties of her
*Yes,”” 'she replled, in answer to my
-tongratulations, ‘we are now making con-
idérable headway. It is now just twelve
ars - since - another sister and muyself
at. Estero with little of this
s goods and started the settlement
TWe lived- in o one-room cottage,
dry’. goods box served very well
seat. in -those. days.. We had few
e ‘comforts, not to mentiop luxurles,
hich we- are now accustomed.’
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